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POPULAR  POWER 


BOSTON,  1841 


In  governments,  these  two  powers  are  supposed  to  be  m con- 

■ • republican  institutions.  No  doubt,  as 

natural  desire  of  distinction,  and  as  wealth  opens  the 
for  ambition,  there  is  a disposition  among  the  rich  to  co- 

much  power,  as  they  can  w^rest  Irom  the 

rankles  in  the  heart  of 
his  wealth; 
ith  jealousy. 

The  operation  of  the  two  passions, 


flict;  especially,  under 

there  is  a i 

way 

alesce;  and  to  grasp  as 
])Oor.  And  on  the  other  side;  as  envy 
the  poor,  they  incline  to  take  from  the  rich,  M,  save 
and  to  view  his  possession  of  political  power  w 

And  this  is  all  right 
tends  to  the  security  of  the  institutions  of  the  country;  while  a 

just  balance  exists  between  them.  But,  if  money  is  too  strong 
for  the  popular  power,  then  the  government  tends  to  an  aristo- 
cratic government.  And  when  the  popular  power  is  too  strong, 
then  the  tendency  is  to  no  government  at  all;  anarchy.  Now 
any  form  of  government  is  better  than  no  government.  And, 
therefore,  the  popular  party  submit  long,  before  they  consent  to 

anarchy. 

We  have  only  to  review  the  history  of  a few  years  past,  to 
see  an  emphatic  exhibition  of  the  operation  of  these  two  pow- 
ers, when  in  conflict.  By  the  establishment  of  a protecting 
tariff”  the  money  power  made  a great  advance.  By  the 
creation  of  a National  Bank,  another,  of  a more  formidable 
character.  To  overthrow  the  first,  the  popular  party  changed 


) t 


clothing y as  cheap  as  they  can  be  obtained;  and  to-  raise  a part 
of  the  money  necessary  for  conducting  the  government,  by  ait 
annual  assessment  on  all,  who  desire  to  vote  in  the  choice  of 
civil  magistrates. 

Let  every  man  who  would  vote  for  electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  pay  to  the  Town  Clerk  where  he  hath  his 
home,  two  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  each  year 
And  if  he  neglect  to  pay  the  same,  he  forfeits  his  right  to  vote 
in  the  choice  of  Electors,  until  the  sum  deficient  is  paid.  Let 
the  Town  Clerks  transmit  the  monies  so  collected,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  for  safe  keeping,  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Let  the  bonds  of  the  Treasurer 
be  increased,  to  secure  this  new  trust. 

In  Massachusetts,  there  are  about  100,000  voters.  Massa- 
chusetts would,  therefore,  raise  $'200,000  per  annum.  If  the 
sums  thus  collected  throughout  the  Union,  are  more  than  the 
exigencies  of  the  government  require,  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
assessment  to  the  demand.  Have  no  fund  to  accumulate  in  the 
hands  of  the  government.  Enough,  and  no  more. 

The  people  will  be  satisfied  with  this  mode  of  raising  a 
revenue,  after  an  experiment  of  its  benefits.  And  if  it  is  calmly 
submitted  to  their  consideration,  they  will  be  its  strenuous 

advocates.  And  these  are  the  considerations  that  will  influence 
their  minds. 

1st.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares,  that 
» all  men  are  born  free  and  equaO’  Our  plan  is  only  carrying 
out  the  doctrine  of  equality . /,  who  am  poor,  can  sav  to  my 

neighbor,  who  is  rich,  “ Sir,  I pay  as  much  as  yourself,  for  the 

support  of  the  government  of  our  country.”  There  is  magic 
in  these  words  ! 

2d.  As  there  will  be  equality  in  the  sums  paid  by  rich  and 
poor,  and  as  the  duty  of  protecting  the  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try and  defending  them,  if  assailed,  is  also  equal,  so  all  men, 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  shall  be  trained  in  the  militia.  The 
richest  man  within  the  age  required,  shall  do  military  duty. 
Or,  he  shall  pay  such  a fine  as  to  make  his  neglect  thereof  a 
serious  inconvenience.  Let  the  fine  for  neglect  to  do  military 
duty  be  50  dollars  a year.  And  let  the  sums  collected  by  this 
fine,  be  expended  for  arms  and  equipments  for  the  use  of  the 


overthrow  the  others,  the  election  of  Van  Buren  was  brought 
about.  And  the  want  of  skill  in  these  two  administrations  pre- 
vented the  complete  success  of  the  popular  party. 

It  is  questionable,  whether  any  skill,  backed  by  great  popular 
superiority,  can  successfully  contend  with  the  money  power,  so 
as  to  rout  it  utterly.  For,  if  defeated,  its  remains  are  “ dragons’ 
teeth;”  which,  after  lying  some  time  on  the  battle  field,  start 
up  again  as  soldiers,  and  form  a new  army.  It  can  be  kept 
within  due  bounds;  be  “cast  down,  but  not  destroyed;  sawn 
asunder;  persecuted;  tormented.”  But,  like  the  magician  of 
the  “ Arabian  Tales,”  after  passing  through  divers  transforma- 
tions, it  comes  out  the  “ Magician”  at  last.  And  when  the 
popular  party  is  utterly  broken  down,  the  government  is 
changed.  It  is  no  longer  a republican,  it  is  an  aristocratic 
government.  As  when  the  branches  of  a tree  are  all  broken  off, 
the  trunk  may  answer  for  a flag-starf',  or  a “ liberty-pole;”  with 
slaves  lying  at  its  base. 

The  history  of  the  past,  in  our  own  country,  is  full  of  the 
records  of  these  conflicts.  And  after  all  the  labor  to  reform 
we  are— but  as  w^e  icere.  We  stand,  looking  over  the  field  of 
battle,  stupified  by  the  scene,  or  aghast  at  the  ruin ! Let  us 
see,  if,  like  other  misfortunes,  good  may  not  be  extracted,  and 
wisdom  be  gathered,  among  the  ruins. 

We  have  seen  that  the  people  will  not  tolerate  the  establish- 
ment of  a money  power.  And  we  know  that  the  money  will 
disappear  from  the  country  if  any  legislation  makes  its  posses- 
sion uncertain.  Now  to  harmonize  these  two  interests,  is  a 
grand  desideratum  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country. 

It  appears  to  the  writer,  after  much  reflection  and  investiga- 
tion, that  a sytem  niau  be  adonted.  whlr.li  shall 


to  take  off  the  protecting  duties  to  the  lowest 
nsistent  with  the  preservation  of  our  own  pro- 
nufactures;  and  to  raise  a considerable  portion 
by  a general  and  equal  assessment  on  all  the 
e country;  to  make  all  the  necessary  articles  of 
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company  in  which  they  were  forfeited.  The  sums  so  collected 
and  expended,  being  reported  semi-annually  to  the  Adjutant 
General  of  the  State,  and  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Now  if  the  rich  choose  to  pay  the  fine  rather  than  do  military 
duty,— Zef  ’em.  For  in  such  case,  the  poorer  clas^  become  the 
defenders  of  the  country  and  its  institutions;  which  gives  them 
a distinction  and  a weight  in  the  community,  superior  to  the 
honors  of  wealth.  And  the  rich,  seeing  this,  will  not  pay  the 
fine,  but  rush  into  the  ranks.  And  thus  “ liberty  and  equality” 
will  be  carried  out  as  originally  intended.  In  case  of  war,  no 
fine  shall  exempt  any  soldier  from  the  performance  of  the  duty, 
and  endurance  of  the  hardships  of  war.  Let  every  drafted  man 
march;  or  find,  and  pay,  an  acceptable  substitute.  He  shall 
fight  for  the  country,  and  the  laws  that  protect  him  and  his 
property,  either  by  himself,  or  another  able-bodied  man.  And 
with  that  substitute  he  must  settle  the  price  of  his  own  exemp- 
tion from  the  labors  and  dangers  of  war. 

Simple  as  these  considerations  appear  to  the  mind  of  the 
unreflecting  reader,  they  constitute  the  essence  of  republican 
government.  They  will,  if  adopted,  raise  the  United  States  to 
a pitch  of  power  and  glory  before  unknown  to  the  world.  All 
the  difficulties  that  have  impeded  our  progress  vanish  before 
this  new  system.  No!  not  weio,  but  a revival  of  the  old  and 
true  s%  stem.  We  might  be  eloquent,  on  the  scene  of  grandeur, 
and  happiness,  th  It  rises  before  our  imagination.  But  as  this 
little  tract  is  addressed  to  “ common  sense”  people,  and  to  their 
reason  alone,  let  cool  reason  do  its  office.  Consider;  improve, 
if  you  can;  judge;  act.  When  your  conviction  is  thorough, 
be  baptized  into  the  faith.  And  when  baptized,  let  your  works 
praise  you;  and  your  zeal  in  convincing  others,  make  the  world, 
in  time  to  come,  praise  you ! 

JOHN  B.  DERBY. 

Boston,  Mass.,  April  21,  1841. 


The  principles  of  this  paper  were  written  out  some  years 
ago  by  J.  B.  D.  and  are  preserved  in  my  MS  volume  of  MSS. 


